
 

 
 
 
 

The Chinese seven-string zither (GuQin) 
which represented the zenith of cultivated 
learning in ancient times, followed by qi 
(chinese chess), calligraphy and painting. 
As the most ancient instrument in China, 
the zither has long been a favorite of the 
literati. The Chinese zither was more of 
an individual instrument for solace and 
personal appreciation.  Ancient Chinese 
literati considered the zither a 
prerequisite for their cultivation. Its 
beautiful melodies helped to maintain 
peace and balance of the mind.  

 
GuQin (seven-string zither), (tuning C-D-F-G-A-c-d). GuQin is the oldest stringed 
instrument in China, with recorded history of more than 3,500 years.  From ancient times to 
the present, GuQin is the emperor, minister, and literati of the upper class. So far, only a few 
people know the GuQin and there are very few people who play the GuQin.  
 
The instrument’s range can reach four octaves or more. From the 13 studs on its soundboard 
harmonic and stopped tones can be produced. Its music is primitively simple, elegant and 
full of lingering charms. And its tone qualities are variable: deep and vigorous in the low 
register, pure and mellow in the middle one, bright and delicate in the high. Besides, rich 
harmonic tones are crystal-clear. Sophisticated in playing technique, it is often used for 
solos or in duets with the vertical Dongxiao flute.  
 
GuQin Art was selected in the UNESCO “Masterpieces of Human Oral and intangible 
Heritage” in 2003. On August 20, 1977, the National Aeronautics and Space Administration 
of the United state launched the “Traveler” spacecraft into space.  The ship carries a record 
that will not be damaged for hundreds of millions of years including the GuQin played by 
Mr. Guan Pinghu. The song ‘Flowing Water”, which is the essence of Chinese music, 
resounds in the vast space day and night. 
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